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On June 10, Tula and Yasnaya 
Polyana celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the museum-
estate.

A branch of the Yasnaya 
Polyana Museum 
opened in the Muse-
um Quarter of Tula, a 

cultural and exhibition complex 
called L.N.T. The opening cere-
mony was attended by Olga Ly-
ubimova, Minister of Culture of 
the Russian Federation. The cer-
emony was attended by Aleksey 
Dyumin, Governor of the Tula Re-
gion, Vladimir Tolstoy, Presiden-
tial Advisor on Cultural Affairs, 
and Yekaterina Tolstaya, Director 
of the Museum-Estate.

The representative office of 
the Museum-Estate was opened 
in a 2-storey mansion house once 
owned by the merchant Yefim 
Kuchin at Metallistov Street, 25.

‘Today, we are inaugurating the 
fourth federal institution branch 
in the Museum Quarter of Tula. 
Since this past January, over 
27,000 people have bought tickets 
to visit the museum cluster. All 
the museums here are located 
within a short walk from each 
other. A quality infrastructure 
for a comfortable tourist expe-
rience has already been created. 
Most importantly, this is a perfect 
space for the entire family,’ said 
Olga Lyubimova.

‘The Museum Quarter is our 
pride. It is part of a large-scale 
project to renovate the histori-
cal centre of Tula. Here history is 
harmoniously intertwined with 
modern approaches to museum 
business. I am confident that the 
branch of the Yasnaya Polyana 
Museum-Estate will be popular 
not only with the locals but also 
with our foreign guests,’ said 
Aleksey Dyumin.

Governor Aleksey Dyumin had 
announced the creation of the 
Museum Quarter in Tula back in 
December 2016, in his Address to 
the regional Duma deputies and 
residents. He came up with the 
initiative to ‘give the river back 
to the citizens’ and to create a 
comfortable, modern public space 
in the historical part of the city. 
As early as 26 July 2017, in the 
house of the Nobility Assembly, 
a unique urbanism project called 
Tula Embankment was presented. 
An important part of the project 
was the renovation of Metallis-
tov Street, as utility lines were 

A capsule with a green stick and a message for descendants appeared 
in the Yasnaya Polyana museum to celebrate its centenary

25 Metallistov Street, Tula. The two-storey Kuchin house now houses a branch of the 
Yasnaya Polyana museum.

Governor Aleksey Dyumin, Russian Minister of Culture Olga  Lyubimova and 
Presidential Advisor on Cultural Affairs Vladimir Tolstoy.

In the new multimedia exhibition, one can give Leo Tolstoy himself a phone call and 
hear his voice!

One of the areas of the First Century of the Museum Era exhibition is designed as a 
three-dimensional logo.

Yekaterina Tolstaya, director of the museum, was congratulated by Dmitriy 
Kozhenkin, deputy director general of Shchekinoazot for social issues.
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A message and a green stick went into 
the time capsule.

The capsule was handed over to the head 
custodian of the museum, Alla Kurakova.

Aleksey Dyumin presented regional awards to distinguished employees of the 
Yasnaya Polyana museum.

reconstructed, lighting replaced, 
and landscaping carried out. Most 
of the buildings date back to the 
19th century and are as such now 
considered cultural heritage. A 
few of the most architecturally 
striking houses have been desig-
nated the Museum Quarter.

The opening of the L.N.T. cul-
tural and exhibition complex co-
incided with the 100th anniversa-
ry of Leo Tolstoy Museum-Estate.

‘This is a very important day 
for the Museum-Estate. This 
new branch is the best way to 
commemorate Leo Nikolayev-
ich. I would very much like it to 
become a hospitality hub so that 
as many guests as possible could 
visit it,’ said Yekaterina Tolstaya, 
director of the Museum-Estate.

The L.N.T. cultural and exhibi-
tion complex houses a reception 
centre, a book and gift shop, a lit-
erary café and a summer deck in 
the courtyard, a mini-hotel, and 
exhibitions called ‘My Address is 
Always Tula,’ ‘Medicine in Tula 
and the Tolstoy Family,’ and ‘Com-
me Il Faut/Non Comme Il Faut.’

‘The building has four en-
trances, three from Sovetskaya 
Street and one from Pyatnitska-
ya/Metallistov Street,’ explained 
Yekaterina Tolstaya. ‘This means 
that the complex can be accessed 
either through the gift shop, the 
café or the hotel. We hope that 
our literary café will become very 
popular, and we have plans to or-
ganise meetings with writers and 
literary critics here. We also have 
a boutique hotel here. The café 
and hotel are called Scherer, after 
Anna Scherer’s salon in the novel 
War and Peace.

According to Yekaterina Tol-
staya, seeing the displays of the 
L.N.T. cultural and exhibition 
complex as part of a guided tour 
will cost about RUB 450. However, 
the exhibits are designed in such 
a way that it is no less interesting 
to look at them unaccompanied, 
for free.

One of the displays depicts 
the life of Tula in Leo Tolstoy’s 
times, telling what transport 
people used to move around the 
city, where and how they social-

ised, studied and were treated. 
The exhibition uses multimedia, 
allowing one to listen to audio 
recordings, take a quiz and even 
talk to Tolstoy himself! In one 
of the halls, there is an antique 
rotary-dial telephone set; next 
to it, there is a list of numbers, 
by dialling which you will hear 
Leo Tolstoy’s voice. This gadget 
attracted the interest of all the 
guests. Even the current Minister 
of Culture Olga Lyubimova and 
her predecessor Mikhail Shvyd-
koy jumped at the chance to listen 
to the voice of the great writer.

In the Pierre gift shop, one can 
buy nice ceramic trinkets from 
Yasnaya Polyana. Their artistic 
style is relatively young, dat-
ing back to 1997, but it is already 
very recognizable and gives off 
warm vibes.

On the first floor, there is an-
other exhibition called ‘Comme Il 
Faut/Non Comme Il Faut.’ It tells 
about Leo Nikolayevich’s attitude 
to etiquette, dressing style and 
good manners. The displays con-
tain the writer’s personal effects 

and many portraits of him from 
different years.

On the first floor, there are also 
nine rooms, each with a name 
and decorated in the appropriate 
style. On the hallway walls, there 
are still frames from Leo Tolstoy’s 
War and Peace and Anna Kareni-
na made into films.

A gala event to mark the 
100th anniversary of 
Yasnaya Polyana was 
held on the grounds of 

the Museum-Estate.
On 10 June 1921, by the deci-

sion of the All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee the estate 
of Leo Tolstoy in Yasnaya Polya-
na was nationalised and assigned 
the status of a museum, and Alek-
sandra Lvovna Tolstaya became 
its Commissar-Custodian.

Today, a hundred years later, it 
is no longer a mere museum, but 
an amazing, unique place where 
people from all over the world 
flock every day, and everyone 
finds something new and inter-
esting here.

The exhibition called ‘First 
Century of the Museum Era’ 
opened in front of the Volkons-
kiy House, telling the story of the 
museum with faces, events and 
facts.

‘Over 200,000 people visit the 
museum yearly, which testifies to 
the relevance of the exhibitions 
and the genuine interest of visi-
tors for the life of the great writer,’ 
said Olga Lyubimova.

Yasnaya Polyana is one of the 
most famous museums in Russia 
and the main hallmark of the Tula 
Region. This place has been and 
still is a magnet for countless ad-
mirers of Leo Tolstoy’s works.

‘I cannot imagine Russia with-
out Yasnaya Polyana,’ says Yekat-
erina Tolstaya. ‘Furthermore, it is 
impossible to imagine Yasnaya 
Polyana without the memorial 
house which preserves the memo-
ry of Leo Tolstoy. No less vital are 
the landscape, nature, and scen-
ery which delighted him so much, 
always a source of inspiration. 
Equally crucial are the visitors, al-
ways welcome and expected.’

Vladimir Tolstoy read out an 
address by Vladimir Putin:

‘On the anniversary day, I would 
like to express my deep gratitude 
to the staff and veterans of the 
museum, as well as many members 
of the great Russian writer’s family, 
for their meticulous research and 
educational work aimed at pre-

serving and pro-
moting the rich 
creative heritage 
of Leo Tolstoy.’

Sergey Ste-
pashin, Presi-
dent of the Rus-
sian Book Union 
Sergey Stepashin 
presented Yekat-
erina Tolstaya, 
Director of the 
Museum, with a 
commemorative 
address, an hon-
orary certificate 
and a medal of 
the Russian Book 
Union.

D e p u t y 
Chairman of the 

State Duma Committee on Cul-
ture, Aleksandr Sholokhov, stat-
ed in his congratulatory address 
that over the years, Yasnaya Poly-
ana Estate Museum has become 
a recognised centre of museum 
business: ‘We all look up to what 
our colleagues at Yasnaya Polya-
na are doing.’

Mikhail Shvydkoy, Presiden-
tial Representative for Interna-
tional Cultural Cooperation, said 
to the museum staff and guests: 

‘There are places 
that are meant 
to be museums, 
and then there 
are places that 
are blessed to 
be museums. 
Yasnaya Polya-
na is a blessed 
place.’

On behalf of Boris Sokol, 
President of Shcheki-
noazot, the staff of the 
Yasnaya Polyana muse-

um, led by the director Yekaterina 
Tolstaya, were congratulated by 

Dmitriy Kozhenkin, Deputy Di-
rector General for Social Affairs at 
Shchekinoazot:

‘The staff of the Museum-Es-
tate keeps up the professional, 
responsible work to preserve the 
traditions of Yasnaya Polyana 
and continues the endeavours 
started by Aleksandra Lvovna 
Tolstaya, the writer’s daughter 
and the first custodian of the 
museum. Today, these traditions 
are being developed here in a 
new format and new approach-
es to working with tourists 
and young people, as well as in 
promoting the potential of the 
area. Under the leadership of 
Yekaterina Aleksandrovna Tol-
staya, Yasnaya Polyana remains 
a globally important cultural 
and educational centre. Our 
company and Yasnaya Polyana 
have outlined new joint plans to 
develop the Museum-Estate and, 
therefore, the entire Tula region.’

To commemorate the anni-
versary, the Museum-Reserve, 
Shchekinoazot’s social partner, 
was presented with a Hyundai 
snowplough which will make 
winter work on the estate easier, 
as well as a 1995 painting by the 
Tula-based artist Valery Bocharov 
called ‘Yasnaya Polyana Pond. 
Bathing Place of the Tolstoys’. 
The museum will soon receive 
modern equipment to help with 
landscaping the estate territory. 
Also, in the run-up to the anni-
versary celebrations, Shcheki-
noazot repaved the paths in the 
Museum-Estate.

Two interesting projects 
for blind and visually 
impaired people will be 
implemented at the es-

tate. Kseniya Dmitriyeva, head 
of the Special View programme 
at the Alisher Usmanov Founda-
tion for Art, Science and Sport, 
is implementing another project 
to create tactile models and cop-
ies of exhibits at the Leo Tolstoy 
House.

‘The cente-
nary of Yasnaya 
Polyana is a 
very significant 
event that pro-
vides us with an 
opportunity to 
draw attention 
not only to this 
place and its historical charac-
ters but also to the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, which stipulates 
that all cultural objects be ac-
cessible to people with special 
needs. There are two tools that 
make cultural objects accessi-

ble to the blind, namely, audio 
descriptions and tactile models. 
As part of the project being im-
plemented by the Foundation, 
we will be creating these tactile 
models, to be ready by the writ-
er’s birthday. There will be a bust 
of Leo Tolstoy, a portrait of Sofya 
Andreyevna, and a silhouette of 
Mariya Nikolayevna — the only 
image of the writer’s mother. 
The history of the place will also 
be conveyed tactilely, and the fa-
cades of the estate buildings will 
be recreated.

A project of the tour of Yasnaya 
Polyana with audio descriptions 
was presented by a theatre and 
film actress who is also a master 

of typhlo com-
mentary:

‘I am hon-
oured to par-
ticipate in this 
project. We are 
in a unique es-
tate. Leo Tolstoy 
is known to the 
entire world as 

a great writer, and I was lucky 
enough to meet his descendants. 
After a conversation with Yekater-
ina Tolstaya, we decided to make 
the first-ever attempt to adapt 
the Yasnaya Polyana museum for 
the visually impaired. Work will 
be done to create special text and 
audio commentary for the blind, 
describing the buildings, items 
and exhibits.

To mark the centenary of 
Yasnaya Polyana, the decision 
was made to leave a message for 
future generations of museum 
custodians in 2121. The text of 
the message was written on a 
sheet of special sturdy paper in a 
beautiful calligraphic script. To-
gether with a green stick, it was 
placed in a time capsule created 
by the staff of the Tula Machine 
Building Plant. The capsule was 
handed over to the museum’s 
chief custodian Alla Kurakova 
and will take its place in the mu-
seum’s vaults.

An excerpt from the message:
‘How we would love to have just 

one glimpse of what our beloved, 
beautiful Yasnaya Polyana looks 
like in the twenty-second cen-
tury. We sincerely hope that you 
are abiding by the covenant of 
Sofya Andreyevna Tolstaya, and 
that Yasnaya Polyana remains ‘in 
the hands of the entire Russian 
people;’ that it continues to com-
mand the attention of mankind 
and remains true to its primary 
mission, which is to preserve the 
genuine, undistorted world of one 
of the greatest writers and think-
ers of all times.’


